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Flowers gone wild: Area photographer shares images as 

wildflower hikes, events begin

Marc Evans shares his best wildflower photos

March 31, 2013 

Capturing the subtle details of an Indiana wildflower is important to photographer Marc Evans, 
especially if the wildflowers might not come up next year. 

This year’s colder weather has caused some of the area’s most beautiful wildflowers to bloom later 

than usual or not at all. 

“The colder temperature we have now has really delayed things,” said Evans, 47, a southern Indiana 

native and a member of the Indiana Native Plant & Wildflower Society. “The last two years have 
been really warm.” 

Based on Evans’ research, more than 64 different varieties of wildflowers bloomed in the local area 

from January to May in 2012. Evans has documented 11 wildflower varieties that have bloomed 
between January and March of this year. As temperatures warm, more wildflowers, as well as many 

trees and shrubs including sassafras and redbud trees, will begin to bloom. 

Evans produces various photography projects for McCormick’s Creek State Park. His interest in plant 
photography began about 20 years ago when he first started going to the state park. 

Evans photographs the flowers for others using two cameras: a Panasonic DMC-F27 and a Fujifilm 
FinePix S4200. 

“Each one has advantages and disadvantages, and it depends on what I’m trying to take a picture of,” 

Evans said on his choice of camera. 

Wildflower happenings

Many events involving wildflowers will be happening in April. Here is a list of some of those events:

2-4 p.m. April 7: Learn to identify forest wildflowers during a program at Paynetown State 
Recreation Area at Lake Monroe, 4850 S. Ind. 446. It will be a general primer on flower identification 
techniques and terms, with focused instruction on recognizing five species from the “spring 

ephemeral” category. Weather permitting, the second half of the training will be conducted outside. 
The program is part of a Citizen Scientist volunteer program at Lake Monroe. Volunteers trained at 
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the program will then participate in a wildflower survey of Lake Monroe property between April 8 

and May 11. Register by April 5 at 812-837-9967 or jvance@dnr.in.gov. Please include phone 
number.

3-5 p.m. and 6 p.m. April 8: Indiana’s native wildflowers will be the topic at a program for kids and 

adults at the Bedford Public Library, 1323 K St., Bedford. Lake Monroe naturalist Jill Vance will 
present an afternoon drop-in session for kids and an evening program for adults.

April 13 and 14: Wildflower weekend at McCormick’s Creek State Park. Events include hikes, a 
plant sale 10 a.m.-1 p.m. April 13, a wildflower ID hike in Owen-Putnam State Forest and a dinner 
April 13 with keynote speakers Jeff and Sandy Belth talking about butterflies. All programs are free 

but there is a gate fee of $5 per vehicle ($7 out-of-state) to enter the park. Please bring drinking water 
and use Leave No Trace ethics when hiking. For more, call 812-829-4344 or go to 

www.in.gov/dnr/parklake/2978.htm.

April 26-28: Brown County’s 28th annual Spring Wildflower Foray will include various hikes, boat 
rides, and a native plant and wildflower sale at Brown County State Park. All hikes are free but some 

state properties charge a gate fee. A few hikes require preregistration. Hikes are conducted regardless 
of weather. In case of thunderstorms, the boat trip will be rescheduled. Participants should bring field 

guides, drinking water and a sack lunch if possible. At 6 p.m. April 27, there will be a silent auction 
along with a dinner at Waycross Camp and Conference Center in Brown County. Reservations are 
required. For more information or registration, call 812-988-2785, or go to 

www.tcsteele.org/programs or www.fs.usda.gov/detail/hoosier/workingtogether/partnerships/?
cid=FSBDEV3_017504. 

Firepink, Silene virginica, flowers April through June. Marc Evans | Courtesy photo
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Harbinger of spring, Erigenia bulbosa, flowers March through April. Marc Evans | Courtesy photo

Dutchman's breeches, Dicentra cucullaria, flowers April through May. Marc Evans | Courtesy photo
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Bloodroot, Sanguinaria canadensis, flowers in April. Marc Evans | Courtesy photo

Spring beauty, Claytonia virginica, flowers April and May. Marc Evans | Courtesy photo
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Wood poppy, Stylophorum diphyllum, flowers April and May.
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